
                             
 

 

Biography  
 

Ernest’s interests in research were kindled after his fellowship training in the University of Calgary, Canada. After returning 

to Singapore, Ernest set out to establish a vibrant research culture within the Orthopaedic Surgery Department of Tan 

Tock Seng Hospital. His emphasis on evidence-based medicine and research methodology saw the department initiate a 

number of clinical trials, with and without grant funding. Within a span of 5 years, the department eventually became 

one of the most productive orthopaedic departments in research under his direction as Research Lead. Ernest also 

developed a strong focus on research within the orthopaedic surgery residency programme when he assumed the 

position of NHG Orthopaedic Surgery Residency Program Director. He has mentored a number of medical students and 

residents to several grants, research awards and publications. Whilst his focus has now shifted to administration in his 

new role as Chief of Orthopaedic Surgery at the Woodlands Health, he remains dedicated to establishing research and 

academia as a foundation for clinical practice. His appointment as Clinical Director of Research will also see him striving 

to establish a hospital firmly grounded in scholarly practices and committed to research growth when the campus opens 

in 2022. 
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Notable Research Awards & Grants From Past 5 Years 

 

Name of Awards & Grants Year Obtained 

A*STAR-NHG-NTU 2nd Skin Research Grant for “Development of sustained 

drug release from scaffolds to promote chronic wound healing” 

2016 

 

 

Translating Research Into Healthcare  

 

 Too old for surgery? Outcomes of hip fracture surgery in centenarians. Ann Acad Med Singapore. 2017.  

 

 Hip operations – at age 100 and older. The Straits Times. Published 22 August 2017. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/never-too-old-for-surgery-say-doctors  
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