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DSRB Application Forms (for Biomedical & Population Health studies) 
have been streamlined to make the questions and options clearer, neater 
and simpler.  

 

This is to provide a user-friendly Application Form for Investigators to 
apply for DSRB approval.  

 

Deployment Date: 10 August 2016 

Background 



• Enhancements have been made to refine the Help Links’ contents for 
clarity and add new Help Links to “problematic” sections. 

• E.g. There is now a direct link to the ROAM Application Guidebook that 
is available for download. This can be used as a companion guide when 
completing the DSRB Application Form. An updated version will be 
released in October to align with the revised Application Form. 

Key Enhancements (1/12) 

New 

Old 



• Text box has been replaced with radio buttons for ease of 
completion. 

Key Enhancements (2/12) 

New 

Old 

Text Box 



Text Box 

New 

Old 

• Question has been re-designed. 

• Additional information/justification is needed only when the 
research-related costs need to be borne by others  
(e.g. participants). 
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New 

Old 

• Question has been re-designed. 

• The estimated duration of the study is more critical than the 
start and end date. 

• PIs may under-estimate the timeline and often need to make 
changes to this section. 
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New 

Old 

The related sections/questions are now 
placed together so that PIs can answer them 
simultaneously. 
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New 

Old 

• Question has been re-designed. 

• This section will appear only if PI selected that the study 
would involve cognitively impaired persons. Hence, it was 
redundant to ask if the research is relevant to cognitively 
impaired persons; the justification was more critical. 

Key Enhancements (6/12) 



New 

Old 

• Section has been streamlined. 

• For example, P4 was removed and incorporated into other 
related sections. 
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New 

Old 

Text Box has been replaced with radio buttons 
for ease of completion, minimise error and need 
for query. 
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Text Box 



Old 

Text Box 

• Text box has been replaced with radio buttons for ease of 
completion, minimise error and need for query. 

Key Enhancements (9/12) 

New 



New 

Old 

Section has been streamlined. 
The required information is now 
divided within 2 questions. 
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New 

Text Box 

Old 

Text box has been replaced with 
radio button for ease; minimise 
error and re-query. 

Questions have been re-phrased 
for clarity. 

Key Enhancements (11/12) 



 

Key Enhancements (12/12) 

Redundant as the information 
can be found in other 
sections. 

Redundant and often 
confused with study timeline. 

This question was missing in the Domain F App Form and 
reviewers have often asked the study team to explain 
strategies to manage potential challenges. Hence it was 
added to minimise additional query. 

• Examples of questions which have been removed/added 


